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New Office! Open for Business!
Reno’s Move

We've successfully moved! The
new office is in the Executive Sup-
port Center at 14900 Interurban
Ave S, Tukwila, WA 98168. Now
that we are settled in, we are ac-
cepting new personal injuty cases.
I bring 50 years’ experience to inju-
ry law including medical and legal
malpractice. Consultations are free
so if you know anyone who has
been injured by the negligence of
someone else, please have them call
or email. I depend on you as part
of my base of support. I am grate-
ful to all my readers. My longstand-
ing paralegal, Reno Ettienne, re-
cently moved. He now lives in
Denver and is working for a law
firm there. I will miss him.

Insurance Rate Increases Ille-
gal/ UIM Coverage
I strongly advise my clients and
friends to regularly review their au-
to insurance coverages. An
astounding number of drivers on
our Washington roads either have
no liability insurance or only the
required minimum of $25,000. If
you are hurt by such a driver, you
probably won’t be able to get com-
pensated. That is why I strongly
advise everyone to make sure your
policy has as much UIM coverage
as you can afford. UIM is the acro-
nym for “Unlnsured (or Underln-
sured Motorist). Basically, it can be
thought of as you insuring yourself
and your family if an uninsured or
underinsured driver causes injuries.
The question arises: Can your in-

surance company raise your rates
if-you file a UIM claim? Insur-
ance companies might try to raise
your premiums if you are in a
crash. But if you are not at fault,
Washington law prohibits raising
your premium just because you
filed a UIM claim. The law reads:
“Any policy of insurance may not
be canceled, nonrenewed, denied,
or have the rate increased on the
basis of information regarding an
accident included in the abstract
of a drving record, unless the
policyholder was determined to
be at fault.”"RCW 46.52.130(2b,iii)

License Plate Covers—Beware!
Covers to license plates, even
clear covers, are illegal The fine is
$100 or more. The law forbidding
all covers was signed into law on
March 14, 2024. The law can be
found at RCW 46.16A.200 as patt
of the motor vehicle code. So,
take off any covers to your car
license plates!

Really Bad US Supreme Court
Cases (Part 2)

District of Columbia v Heller,
552 US 1229 (2008): One of my
least favorite destructive Supreme
Court decisions was the 2008 5 to
4 ruling that the Second Amend-
ment gives individuals the Consti-
tutional right to own guns. This
case opened the floodgates to
some of the gun violence which is
one of our great public safety is-
sues today. For all practical pur-

poses this decision overturned the
1939 case of United States v. Miller,
307 US. 174, which held that the
“obvious purpose” of the Second
Amendment was to “..assute the
continuation and render possible
the effectiveness of state militias,
and the Amendment must be inter-
preted and applied with this end in
view”” The Second Amendment
was designed to protect the rights
of states to form militias, not the
rights of individuals to own guns.
The Second Amendment reads: “A
well regulated Militia, being neces-
sary to the security of a free State,
the right of the people to keep and
bear Arms, shall not be in-
fringed.” Circumstances have dras-
tically changed since the time the
Second Amendment was enacted.
For those who believe in “original
construction” I would say it’s okay
to allow unrestricted acquisition
and use of muzzle loading muskets.
But times have drastically changed.
Now we have military grade mod-
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ern weapons which could not even
be imagined by our country’s
founding fathers.

Citizens United v FEC, 558 US
310 (2010): This decision by the
Roberts court effectively under-
mined American democracy. Until
this case, laws limited contributions
to political campaigns and required
donor disclosures in order to limit
the ability of the very wealthy to
“buy” elections. Until this case,
contributions to campaigns were
considered to be exactly that, ie,
contributions. The conservative
majority held that political dona-
tions are a form of speech and
therefore protected by the First
Amendment. The case opened
floodgates to unlimited contribu-
tions to political action committees
(PACs) with minimal disclosures
and safeguards. We have seen the
practical and foreseeable effects of
this decision in the immense
amounts of dark money that has
taken over American politics.

Rucho v Common Cause, 139
S.Ct 2484 (2019): Until this case,
Americans assumed that the right
to vote was a fundamental right
grounded in the principle “one man
one vote.” We all thought that with-
in broad limits every citizen’s vote
should have the same value as any
other’s. Recently, in this 2019 5 to 4
decision, however, Justices appoint-
ed by Republican presidents held
that the courts could not rule on
even extreme redistricting by states.
John Roberts authored the opinion
and was joined by Justices Clarence

Thomas, Samuel Alito, Neil Gor-

such, and Brett Kavanaugh. Ex-
treme redistricting had the effect of
disenfranchising broad sections of
the public. For example, in North
Carolina the Republican controlled

legislature engaged in overt and
acknowledged contorted redis-
tricting which had the effect of
giving Republican candidates for
Congress an assured lopsided ma-
jotity even though the popular
vote was more or less even. There
were prior series of cases about
redistricting. One of the most
important was the 1962 case of
Baker v. Carr, 369 US 186. The
Baker court affirmed that under
the 14t and 15% amendments to
the Constitution, redistricting de-
cisions by states are subject to
Constitutional review by the Su-
preme Court. The Baker case and
two subsequent Supreme Court
cases had affirmed the principle
that “one man one vote” was fun-
damental to our democracy. It
seems that to the present Su-
preme Court that principle has no
basis in the Constitution.

The King’s Breakfast in the
Shadow of Mount Rainier
I frequently walk around the Sew-
ard Park loop before going to my
office. Not too long ago I
watched the magnificent king of
the birds, a bald eagle, slowly cit-
cle round and round, catching the
air currents high over Lake Wash-
ington. It was petfect, it hardly
flapped its massive wings looking
like it had not a care in the world.
Awesome! Suddenly, in a flash,
everything changed. It tucked in
its wings and power dived straight
into the churning water. It
emerged with a large struggling
fish clutched in its talons. The
fish was so heavy that the eagle
could barely fly despite flapping
its wings. It disappeared into the
trees in the forest. It had caught
its breakfast and perhaps the

breakfast of hungty young eagles in
its nest.

A History Lesson in National
Suicide /Fanaticism
Extremism has been the downfall
of many civilizations. For example,
ancient Israel and Jerusalem fell to
the Roman Army siege in the years
69 & T0CE. Three wealthy Jeru-
salemites had donated enough pro-
visions and storehouses to perhaps
outlast the Romans. Zealots
(Sicarii) were the extreme national-
ists. They believed that God was
on their side, and they wanted to
fight the invaders. In order to
force the inhabitants of Jerusalem
to fight, they torched the ware-
houses. Their extreme ideology,
not based on the reality of war, led
soon to the fall of Jerusalem, the
massacre of its inhabitants and the
end of independence for almost
2000 years. Extreme ideology, es-
pecially religious zealotry, in making
decisions not based on facts has led
to bitter divisiveness and to the
downfall of many civilizations. The
American experiment almost ended
with the Civil War. We have ex-
tremists today in our country and
many other countries. To quote
one of my favorite songs by Peter,
Paul and Mary, "When will we ever

learn?"

Pithy Sayings
Absence of Evidence is not evi-
dence of absence.
A cult becomes a religion when it
begins to kill those outside its
membership.
A government that robs Peter to
pay Paul can always depend on
Paul’s support.
A little experience upsets a lot of
theory.
A ringing telephone is a request,
not a command.
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And finally: All generalizations are
dangerous, even this one

American Citizenship by Birth-
right

Some politicians are threatening to
terminate ‘birthright citizenship.’
The Constitution defines US citi-
zenship. The 14® Amendment to
the Constitution was enacted fol-
lowing the Civil War. It was de-
signed to enshrine rights that were
contested in the Civil War. Section
1 is the crucial section. It provides:

“All persons born or naturalized
in the United States, and subject
to the jurisdiction thereof, are
citizens of the United States and
of the State wherein they reside.
No State shall make or enforce
any law which shall abridge the
privileges or immunities of citi-
zens of the United States; nor
shall any State deprive any per-
son of life, liberty, or property,
without due process of law; not
deny to any person within its
jurisdiction the equal protection
of the laws.”

Every part of this language has
been deeply consequental to ensur-
ing that the United States is a na-
tion of laws. Citizens have the
right of due process and to equal
protection of the laws. Who is a
citizen? The first line establishes the
basis for the other rights: “All pet-
sons born or naturalized in the
United States, and subject to the
jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of
the United States and of the State
wherein they reside” A person
born in the US is automatically a
citizen. This made every former
slave a citizen. No politician, in-
cluding Congress and the executive

branch, can negate this funda-
mental right.

The Book of Job

I frequently give seminars on the
Book of Job. I find it fascinating
and gain new insights with every
reading. The Book is very old and
so 1s the language. Every version
you read is a different translation,
sometimes minor, but often of
major significance. Neither Job
nor any of his friends can be tied
to any ancient religion, just that all
believe in one God. No one is
sure if the story is real or is a pat-
able to teach us profound truths.
Job is a prominent personage who
is righteous and far from sin. As
a result of a divine wager between
Satan and God, Job loses almost
everything, his wealth, his chil-
dren, his prestige, his community
support structure, and his health,
yet he remains steadfast. The
book contains great wisdom.
Here is my paraphrase of chapter
28:12-19, an ode to wisdom:

“But where can wisdom be found,
and what is the site of under-
standing? No human knows the
way there, as it cannot be found
in the land of the living. The deep
says, ‘it is not in me,” And the sea
says, ‘it is not with me,” It cannot
be purchased with bullion, Its
price can’t be weighed out in sil-
ver, Nor placed on the balance
with unlimited gold, Nor with
precious carnelian or sapphire. It
can’t be compared to gold or
quartz, It can’t be exchanged for
the finest jewelry. It cannot be
mentioned with coral or crystal.
For wisdom is worth more than
rubies...”

Homeowners Insurance

Homeowners insurance covers
many types of losses. It is extreme-
ly important to review and under-
stand your policy. Generally, we
are aware that these policies, to
some degree, cover fire damage to
your residence, and, to a lesser ex-
tent, theft losses. The rule of
thumb for the amount of coverage
for the structure of your home
should be high enough to rebuild.
If you have valuable items such as
jewelty or art or other collections,
those items need to be listed and
insured individually. Major events,
such as earthquakes and floods, are
not usually covered.

An overlooked, but key benefit of a
homeowners policy, is personal in-
jury protection. What happens if
you hurt someone on your bike, or
the sidewalk in front of your home
is defective and hurts someone who
trips, or someone is hurt in your
home or your dog bites someone?
T’'ve handled all those types of cas-
es. You could be liable for the same
type of damages as in a car crash
caused by you such as medical bills
of the victim, income loss, disabil-
ity, pain and suffering, etc. A home-
owners policy usually covers those
claims up to the policy limits. As
important, the policy pays to de-
fend any lawsuit against you includ-
ing attorney fees and costs. In the
absence of liability coverage, all
your assets, your home, your in-
come etc. can be seized to pay for
the damages. If the victim’s dam-
ages are more than the policy limits,
then again, your assets are subject
to collection actions. Therefore, I
strongly recommend that liability
limits be at least $500,000. If availa-
ble, try to also buy an umbrella pol-
icy with limits of one million dollars




