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WE’RE MOVING!

After § years in our Geotgetown loca-
ton, we are moving! Effective No-
vember 1, 2024 the new address is
14900 Interurban Ave S, Suite 288-
170, Seatde, WA 98168. The new of-
fice is in the Executive Support Cen-
ter. The office telephone number will
remain the same: 206-728-7799. How-
ever, I encourage everyone o use my
cell number: 206-947-7988. The email
addzress remains
dbalint@balintlaw.com. There won’t
be a fax number. Although it is a Seat-
tle address, the building is in Tukwila.
There is plenty of free parking. The
physical move will occur during the
last two weeks of October. Therefore,
please have patience in trying to reach
or see me.

Holiday Packages Problems
As online shopping becomes rore

populaz, the pressure on the package
delivery companies, the United States
Postzl Service, FedBEx and UPS be-

comes greater. There is something -

wrong with their security systems
when over 1.7 million packages are
stolen or lost every day! Stated another
way about 15% of packages delivered
to homes don’t make it. There is even
a term for people who follow delivery
trucks around neighborhoods just to
steal the packages off doorways:
“Porch Pirates.” Sometimes harried
delivery drivers just give up. Near Bir-
mingham Alabama a driver dumped
400 packages in a ravine and others
have been found dumped along road-
ways. The delivery setvices could do
mouch more to minimize this deficien-
cy. For example, they could consistent-
ly ring doorbells as they are delivering
packages. Some sort of notification
system should be implemented to noti-
fy recipients that packages have ar-

rved. As senders of packages, we
should track deliverdes. Those who
are expecting packages should fre-
quently check their doorway to make
sure they do not leave packages ex-
posed to theft. My advice is to forget
the ‘surpuases” by alerting your recipi-
ent to be on alert for the delivery.

S0,.You Think You’re Will is
Binding? Think Again!
Normally we write our wills to dis-
pose of our estates when we die. We
choose our beneficiaries such as
spouses, children, charities and
trusts. But don’t overlook benefi-
ciaties you may have designated on
retirement accounts, life insurance
policies, employer plans, stocks and
bonds and so on. In most cases such
beneficiary designations are binding
and override wills. In some cases,
nationally a designation to an ex-
spouse can overrode current wills.
So...if you ever had such accounts
{especially life insurance policies),
make sure you check them to see if
they reflect your current financial and
family situation. Also, I strongly rec-
ommend everyone to petodically
review their wills to see if they stll
reflect your wishes. Most itnportant-
Iy, consult an estate lawyer or finan-
cial planner. After you die, you can’t

change anything! :

Socrates
My favorte philosopher, Socrates,
never put acything in writing. His
student, Plato, and Plaio’s stadent,
Aristotle, recorded the wisdom of
the master while adding their own
glosses. The Oracle of Delphi re-
vealed to one of Soctates’ friends
that Socrates was the wisest of all
people. Socrates knew his own mind

and disagreed. He went on a search in
Athens for a person wiser than bhim.
He was a great cross-examiner so he
questioned closely people in Athens
who had a reputadon for wisdom. He
found that when he questioned these
people closely enough, they cdleasrly
didn’t know as much as they thought
they knew. He reluctantly concluded
that the Oracle might be right after all.
Socrates was the wisest person in Ath-
ens because he alone was prepared to
admit his own ignorance rather than
pretend to know something he did not!

National Holidays—BDid You
Know?

I consider myself an American history
buff. On my SAT U.S. History
achievement test in 1965 I got an
almost perfect score. George
Washington’s birth certificate (if
they would have had birth certifi-
cates in those days) would have
listed his birthday as February 11,
1731. Two decades later, the Eng-
lish Parliament adopted a more. ac-
curate Gregotian calendar accord-
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ing to which his ‘corrected’ birth
was February 22, 1732 Washing-
ton’s birthday was only sporadically
celebrated until 1879, when Congress
designated Febrmary 22 as 2 national
holiday. In 1968, a new law required
Federal holidays (including Labor Day,
Memorial Day and Washington’s
Birthday) to be celebrated on Mondays
and designated the day after Thanks-
giving as Columbus Day or Indigenous
Peoples Day. MLK day is also now
celebrated on Mondays. Juneteenth
seems to be the only remain,
The National Chamber of Com-
merce pushed for this law because it
would give Ameticans a more concen-
trated fime to shop duting long week-
ends. It was successful in this regard.
Today we usually celebrate these holi-
days not by honoting our presidents,
Native Americans, fallen soldiers, Mar-
tin Luther King or Ametican workers,
but by shopping. These Federal holi-
days are not binding on the states. Ac-
cordingly, many states have different
holidays for state employees and
schools. Some states make Lincoln’s
birthday a holiday. Missouri commerm-
otates the birthday of Harry § Truman.
Kentucky marks holidays for George
Washington, Abrabam Lincoln, Jeffer-
son Davis, and Franklin Roose-
velt. Alabama reserves a holiday for
Robert E. Lee and for Jefferson Da-
vis.). I give thanks that we all have
Thanksgiving!

An Inspiring Biography from the
Ashes

My thanks to my friend,
Maureen O’Hara for this biography of
2 holocaust survivor family: Over
eighty years ago, in Greece, sixty thou-
sand Jews lived peacefully in Thessalo-
nild It was a valued and vibrant com-
munity. The people of Thessalonica
were integrated with each other. It is
on this great community that the Nazi
terror suddenly arose. On Aprl 6,
1941, Hitler invaded Greece to secure
German’s southern front before
launching the famous Operation Bar-

batossa, the German offensive
against Russia. Of the 60,000 Jews in
Thessaloniki, around 50,000 wete
exterminated at the Birkenau con-
centration camp, in record time! The
massacre of the Jews of Greece was
bdef but intense. Very few had the
chance to survive.

But among the survivors
there was a family known as Boura.
After the war,in 1961, a son was
born into this miraculous family
from the camps. His patents called
him Abraham. He grew up and stud-
ied veterinary medicine in Greece. A
brilliant student, Abraham got his
doctorate in reproductive biotechnol-
ogy at the veterinary school of Ars-
totle University in Salonika, At the
age of 34, he decided to move to the
United States. He changed his first
nzme to Albert Albert integtated
into the medical industry. He pro-
gressed quickly and joined a pharma-
ceutical company whete he became
“Head Manager” He rose through
the ranks and got his appointment as
CEO of this company in 2019.
Throughour that year Albert decided
to direct the efforts of the company
to try to find a vaccine against 2 new
virus (Covid) which had just struck
the world. He expended great finan-
cial and techoological efforts to
achieve his goal. A year later the
WHO (Wodd Health Organization)
approved his company to produce
the long-awaited vaccine.

This vaccine was distdbuted
in several countties including Germa-
ay, which until that point had experi-
enced thousands of dead from the
pandemic. Iromically, this vaccine
which will save the lives of millions
of people around the word includ-
ing many Germans,was led and
pushed by a litde Jew from Thessalo-
nild, son of Holocaust survivors
from whom most of his people were
exterminated by Nazi Germany. And
that is why Israel became the first
country to be prepared with the vac-
cine. Albert Bourla is the CEQO of

Pfizer.
Humor
My thanks to my friend, Jackie Gold-
stein, for these. Blame him:

Tm faitly certain that the person
who put the first ¢ in February
also decided to spell Wednes-
day! :

T'm at that delusional age where I
think that everyone my age
looks way older than I do!

My grandchildren will never know
the joy of finding a quarter in
the payphone coin return.

Why don’t I have any tattoos? For
the same reason you don’t put
a bumper sticker on 2 Ferraril

I wonder why we are so obsessed
with finding intelligent life on
other planets when we can’t
even find intelligent life here?

Hugh Hefoer became a millionaire
staying home in his jammies—T’m not
having the same result!

Hiking tip: Catry binoculars when
hiking so when you make frequent
stops, it looks like you are appreciating
nature, not fighting for air!

Do-It-Yourself Law
I am sometimes asked where one can
go to find Washington State compliant
legal forms. Thete are two websites
contzining numerous forms and in-
structions along with some instruction-
al videos. The first is Washing-
tonlawHelp.org, The second is the
website of the King County Law Li-

brary.

Getting Out of 2 Submerged Car
The Wall Street Journal of March 18,

2024 reported on the death by drown-
ing a promineat tech CEO. Her car
slipped into the pond on her property,
filling up with water and killing her. 1
often thought about what I would do
if my car ended up in the water. The
article reported that there are about
600 people year killed in this horrible
manner. The best way to leave your car
is by lowerdag the window or skylight.
The paper said that even electric win-
dows will operate for a time while the
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car is sinking. Lower the window im-
mediately because once the water gets
too high the window may not work. If
the car is completely underwater it is
estimated that you only have about 60
seconds to exit. Leaving through a
door would be very difficult until the
car is completely submerged and filled
with water by which tme the occu-
pants will probably have drowned. Car
companies and Federal regulators have
done nothing to make cars safer in
these circumstances. Perhaps the lives
of 600 people are just the price of do-
Ing business for car companies.

Vehicle Crash Facts
There ate close to 50,000 human be-

ings killed on US highways every year!
Add to that about 5.4 million known
people injured each year. My advice:
Be careful, don’t take any chances, be
patient, buy good auto insurance and
buy good life insurance! If you want
advice for auto insurance, please call
me.

Seattle-Third World Roads
Because a substantal part of my prac-
tice deals with car and motozcycle inju-
des, I am acutely aware of contdbuting
factors. Examples are ddving drunk,
inattention, speeding failing to yield

and so on. In Seattle there is one other

contributing factor which seems to be
getting worse by the month. That is
the condition of the streets of Seattle.
While the mayor and the city council
spend time on things having little prac-
tical effect on the citizens of Seattle,
our roads have been falling apart
There are potholes and other defects
everywhere. I see cars swerving to
avoid some of these hazards. I do it
myself. The primary job of local
government should be to take care
of local needs. I would charactetize
Seattle roads as Third World. One
can tell the difference between the
city limits of Seattde and Renton
just by driving from one to the oth-
er. A good example that I encounter

nearly every day is 2 rugged, basically
impassable, eastbound lane of Otrcas
street between Martin Luther King
znd Beacon Avenue. Cars really must
go into the other lane to avoid an
almost impassable road. What’s
worse abourt this is that it is adjacent
to a school zone. [ know [ am over-
reacting but I think the whole city
government should be replaced until
they do their job. The conditon of
our sidewalks is just as bad. In my
neighborhood I have taken bright
yellow spray palnt to paint sidewalk
hazards to alert people of these dan-
gers.

Really Bad US Supreme Court
Cases (Part 1)

To some, the Supreme Court of the
United States is 2 sanctified institu-
tion that transcends political pres-
sures. A brief review of some of the
Court’s worst decisions should disa-
buse vs of any such noton.

Drred Scort v Sandford, 60 US 393
(1857): Dred Scott was z slave who
was moved to a free state, Ilinois,
According to 2 law passed by Con-
gress, slavery could not be enforced
in the North. Mz Scott’s “owner”
moved him back to the South but
Mz Scott sued in federal court claim-
ing that he was free. The Court went
well beyond the facts of the case and
beld that African Ameticans could
not be dtizens and therefore had no
standing to sue in federal courts. The
7 to 2 decision also held that Con-
gress lacked the power to prohibit
slavery., The Chief Justice at the time,
was Roger B Taney, (His bustis dis-
played in the capital but efforts are
being made to remove the bust as
well a5 those of prominent Confed-
erates.) Taney was a strong suppotter
of slavery. In fact, seven of the Su-
preme Court justices had been ap-
pointed by pro-slavery presidents,
and five were from slaveholding fam-
ilies. The dedsion gave the pro-
slavery justices an opportunity to put
their racism oz full display.

The Civil Rights Cases (1883): Fol-

lowing the Civil War, Congress ratified
the 13% and 14% amendments to the
Constitution to protect the civil rights
of newly freed slaves, and enacted the
Civil Rights Act of 1875, which
banned racial discdmination in busi-
nesses and public accommodations.
The Supreme Court’s 8 to 1 decision
(held that the Civil Rights Act was un-
constitutional, and that individuals and
businesses had a perfect dght to be
racially discriminatory thereby limiting
the effects of the Constitutional
amendments to governmental action
only. The decision was overturned by
Congressional acton in the 1960s
based on the Constitution’s commerce
clause.
FPlessy v Ferguson, 163 US 536
(1896): To those that say there is no
institutional racism, this case is a forci-
ble tebuttal The 14% amendment to
the Constitution aimed to end the ef-
fects of slavery by providing that eve-
ryone in the United States was entitled
to equal protection of the laws. The
Supreme Court interpreted this to
mean that as long as African-
Americans were treated “equally” they
could sdll be racially segregated. This
“separate but equal” ruling opened the
floodgates to Jim Crow laws legitimiz-
ing overt disctimination over the next
seventy yeats.
Hammer v Dagenbhart , 247 US 251
(1918): Cheap child labor under horri-
ble working conditions deprived thou-
sands of Amedcan children of any
semblance of childhood. The Smith-
sonian Museum houses the essays and
photogtaphs of the photographer
Louis Hine, who documented those
condidons. It includes a summaty of
Hine’s description of the conditions he
photographed: ‘
Over and over, Hine saw chil-
dren working sizty and seven-
ty-hour weeks, by day and by
night, often under hazardous
conditions. He saw children
caught in a cycle of poverty,
with parents often so ill-paid
that they could not support a
family on their eatnings alone,
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and had to rely on their chil-
dren's earnings as a supple-
ment for the family's survival.
He saw children growing up
stunted mentally (illiterate or
barely able to read because
their jobs kept them out of
school) and physically (from
lack of fresh air, exercise, and
time to relax and play). He
saw countless children who
had been injured and perma-
nently disabled on the job.
In response to these conditions, Con-
gress passed the Keating-Owen dct of
1916 which prohibited interstate com-
merce of any merchandise that had
been made by children under the age
of fourteen, or metchandise that had
been made in factodes where children

between the ages of 14 and 16 worked |.

for more than eight hours a day,
worked overnight, ot worked more
than sixty hours 2 week. In 1918, the
Supreme Court ruled that Congress
had no power to ban child labor in
Interstate commerce even though the
inferstate commerce clause had been
successfully used to ban all sorts of
other nefarjous activities. The decision
was overruled in 1947, but in the
meantime hundreds of thousands of
children had been brutalized.

Buck v Bell, 274 US 200 (1927): Even
brilliant well-respected judges create
really bad law when they do not think

through the consequences of their

decision. Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr.
was such a jurdst. Darwin’s theory of
evolution viz natural selection was
beginning to be accepted but was
misapplied to social issues. The mis-
application included the idea that
“defective” people should be sted-
lized to prevent them from having
children. Of course, any politician
could decide that any group of peo-
ple should be taken out of the gene
pool. This was the philosophy of the
Nazis. In the 8 to 1 decision, Justice
Holmes stated that Buck’s mother
and daughter were both mentally
deficient and therefore Virginia had
the right to stedlize her. He infa-
‘mously stated, “Three generations of
imbeciles are enough.”

‘Korematsu v United States, 324

US 885 (1944): ‘This case bears rele-
vance tQ current events. During the
Second World War, Congress
deemed Japanese citizens a national
security risk and so ordered that they
be removed from the West Coast
further inland into concentration
camps. There was never a shred of
proot offered as to disloyalty of Jap-
anese residents. Nevertheless, our
nation’s highest court upheld the for-
cible removal and detention of per-
sons of Japanese ancestry, ruining
lives and fortunes.

Bush v Gore, 531 US. 98 (2000); We
would like to think that the judges of
the Supreme Court ate not polid-

cians. Yet the 2000 decision awarding
the presidential election to George
W. Bush was a 5 to 4 decision: the 5
Justices appointed by Republican
presidents in the majority and the 4
Justices appoitited by Democratic
ptesidents dissenting, Basically the
court “interpreted” Flotida law and
mtervened in 2 contested elecdon.
The majority Justices consoled them-
selves by trying to limit the preceden-
tial value of the holding, but it con-
tinues to be cited by courts and poli-
tcians.

Quote of the Month .
“Throughout history, it has been the
Interaction of those who could have
acted; the indifference of those who
should have known better; the si-
lence of the voice of justice when it
mattered most; that has made it pos-
sible oz evil to triumph.”

-Haile Selassie

CONTACT INFORMATION
Call us at 206-728-7799
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Facebook: BalintAndAssociatesPLLC
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